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A WRITER’S VISION 2010 LITERARY SYMPOSIUM 

P.O. Box 30081   
Edmond, OK 73003-0002 

405-285-2403 or 405-752-5301   

OFFICIAL NEWS RELEASE  

 

For further information, contact:  

Lucinda Marie Thierry  

405-623-9431 

lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

A WRITERôS VISION 2010 LITERARY SYMPOSIUM HELPS AUTHORSô DREAMS COME TRUE 

 

 In its third year of helping current and aspiring authors learn how to write, publish, market and sell their 

books; A Writer’s Vision 2010 Literary Symposium (AWV) is sure to please Sept. 3-4 in Oklahoma City. To reg-

ister, visit www.madebymepublications.com, or call 405-285-2403 or 405-752-5301. 

 The Sept. 3 events include a book signing from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Langston University’s Oklahoma City 

campus – 4205 N Lincoln Blvd.  Vendors from around the country will include authors Michael Owens, Gwen-

dolyn Hooks, and Rodney Redus; Simply Me. Publications, BrownCo Publishing, Swan Publishing, and Made 

By Me Publications, Inc. and their authors; The Society of Urban Poets (SOUP); Oklahoma City Writers, Inc.; 

Village Treasures; Life Changing Skills, LLC; RKR, Inc.; Step 10 Solutions; and Perlean James.  Look to be en-

tertained with reading, singing, monologues and surprise performances. 

 AWV events will continue with the symposium Saturday morning at 9 a.m.  In addition to the vendors 

from Friday’s book signing, speakers will train on their areas of expertise.  Dora Henley Smith of Henley Smith 

Ministries will teach on creating vision, mission, and goal statements and putting them into action.  Author Mi-

chael Owens will teach on manuscript drafting.  Lucinda Marie Thierry of Made By Me Publications, Inc. will 

host open mic poetry and teach on publishing others.  Author Gwendolyn Hooks will teach on writing for chil-

dren.  David Brown of BrownCo Publishing will teach on self-publishing.  JoAnn Hunt of Life Changing Skills, 

LLC will teach on marketing and sales.  Breakfast and lunch are included, along with plenty of door prizes for 

everyone.  All activities will end at 5 p.m.   

 ñAs a result of our continuing efforts, several attendees have written their first books, and some have be-

come publishers as well,” said Nawassa Hooks, owner of Village Treasures and a member of The Dream Team of 

entrepreneurs that hosts the event annually.   

 In addition to Hooks, The Dream Team is composed of “Bea” Hazley of Simply Me. Publications; Lucin-

da Thierry, Ryan McMurry, and Destiny Pennington of Made By Me Publications, Inc.; Christina Sanders of Step 

10 Solutions; and JoAnn Hunt of Life Changing Skills, LLC.  The team’s vision statement for AWV is To estab-

lish A Writerôs Vision as one of the leading advocates for helping authors reach their goals, and ending illiteracy 

and its effects on the community.  The mission statement is (1) To teach people how to write, publish, market and 

sell their books. (2) To connect individuals to programs that will teach them how to become literacy tutors and 

mentors.  (3) To train the community on anger management as it relates to illiteracy.  (4) To encourage 

knowledge through reading to help improve oneôs outlook on life. 

 

- AWV Marketing -  
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LITERACY FOR ALL IS THE GOAL 
By Nawassa Hooks 
 

Literacy  has traditionally been described as the ability to read and write.  To expand on this state-

ment, I like what I found on the Wikipedia website:   

“Literacy involves a continuum of learning in enabling individuals to achieve their goals, to develop 

their knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in their community and wider society.”   

In a nutshell, being literate is ESSENTIAL! 

I could find statistics about the illiteracy rate and quote it here, but it would just be an alarming num-

ber at which everyone would likely comment, “I didn’t know that,” or “I can’t believe that.” No matter how 

small or large the number is, if there is one that can’t read, it’s a problem.  If you know someone who is illit-

erate, you ought to be concerned.  I mean concerned enough that you want to do something about it. 

What is truly important about illiteracy is that each one of us who can read can help someone else 

who can’t.  I’ve heard the statement made before, “I can’t tutor because I don’t know how.”  Let me assure 

you that if you can read, you can tutor. 

Why is it important?  You can answer this question by examining what reading has done for you.  There 

are many programs and resources available to educate you more about the importance of reading.  One pro-

gram I particularly want to mention was developed by Wally Amos and is called Read It Loud.  Visit the 

website at http://www.readitloud.org/ to read more about this program and the 13 benefits it provides for 

children. 

The ability to read and write is the basis for all other education.  Without literacy skills, individuals will 

be highly challenged, unable to compete in this global economy, and possibly left behind.  There are various 

reasons why individuals, young or old, cannot read and write.  The age doesn’t matter; learning to read and 

write is possible for anyone. 

Do you have a little time to help somebody?  Just one hour a week can make a difference in someone’s 

life?  I challenge you to find a literacy program in your area where you can volunteer to reach out and help 

someone!  Call your local library, or Google literacy programs in your area on the Internet.  If you already 

know how to read, don’t’ forget to pick up a book yourself.  There is always more to learn. 

Think about this:  what if the person who could not read was you, and you were looking for a tutor?  

Please take just a little time out of your life to make a difference.  Remember, Literacy For All Is The Goal .  

We can strive for it by just one reader helping at least one person who cannot read. 

A Writer’s Vision Literary Symposium is held 

annually through the efforts of a dedicated team of 

professionals.  From left, Christina Sanders serves 

as the technical director, handling audio and video 

production as well as development of the registra-

tion booklet.  Nawassa Hooks developed the sym-

posium idea.  She is the master scheduler and co-

ordinator.  Lucinda Marie Thierry is the visionary, 

consultant and marketing director.  Destiny Pen-

nington inspires participation and the entrepre-

neurial spirit.  JoAnn Hunt is the team motivator 

as well as the marketing and sales coordinator.  

“Bea” Hazley mentors the team, exhorting and 

encouraging each member to do the impossible.  

Ryan McMurry is the illustrator and artist extraor-

dinaire.  He created the symposium logo.  This 
team meets monthly at the “Bea” Hive.  For more 

information, call 405-305-4934.    

Meet The Dream Team 

http://www.readitloud.org/
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Volume 2, Issue 3 

Advertise your business in The Written Word newsletter 

Please visit our sponsors and small business owners.  Their products and services are sure to meet your needs.  

To advertise your business in this publication, email lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com. 
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IT’S TIME TO READ A BOOK! 
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For more information on these books and the CD, visit www.madebymepublications.com. 



Important Dates 

Made By Me Publications, Inc. 

Vision Statement 

To become a world-renown, sought-after organization in the field of self-publishing 

for first-time and recurring authors. 

Mission Statement 

To write and self-publish books of poetry and prose, essays and lyrics that are encour-

aging and uplifting, while encouraging others to become publishers and teaching self-

publishing to the masses. 

                                 MADE BY ME PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

                                       Teaching the world about self-publishing
SM 

Office Hours 
 

Email lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com, or call 405-623-9431 for an appointment. 
 
2010 Newsletter Schedule 
 

- February, 2010 
- May, 2010 
- August, 2010 
- November, 2010 
 
2010 Class Schedule: 
 

Writing 101 - $50.00 
13 Allenhurst Ave., Oklahoma City, 73114 (The “Bea” Hive) 
- January 9, 2010; noon to 4 p.m. 
- July 24, 2010;  noon to 4 p.m. 
 
Writing Your First Book - Free 
- Del City Library January 23, 2010; 6-8 p.m. 
- Ralph Ellison Library March 11, 2010; 6-8 p.m. 
- Tinker Air Force Base May 20 & 25th, 2010; 11 a.m.-noon 
- TBD upon request 
 
Teen Creative Writing - Free  
- Del City Library November 2010 (Date/Time TBD) 
 
A Writer’s Vision 2010 Literary Symposium 
September 3-4, 2010 (See details inside this newsletter.) 
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