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OKLAHOMA CITY – The 4th Annual A Writer‟s 

Vision Literary Symposium will once again teach 

current and aspiring authors how to write, publish, 

market and sell their books on Saturday, Sept. 3, 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Character Inn Confer-

ence Center (520 W. Main St.). 

 For just $30, attendees will enjoy a conti-

nental breakfast, lunch and a wealth of information 

to charge their literary enthusiasm and spring them 

into purposeful action.  Vendor booths are free, 

while space is available, for registrants who pay by 

the July 16 early registration deadline.  Scholarship 

registration applications are due the same day and 

apply to those who would otherwise be unable to 

attend for financial reasons.  The fee for all registra-

tion forms received after July 16 is $40. 

 This year‟s event is sure to please, with ex-

pert speakers from around the country.  Henley 

Smith Ministries, Inc. Founder and Director Dora 

Henley Smith of Oklahoma City will speak on cre-

ating a vision and mission and putting action to 

them.  Karen Brown, author of “If the Tree Could 

Talk (Oh What Stories It Would Tell),” will travel 

from Houston, Tex. to speak on writing books.  

Made By Me Publications, Inc. President Lucinda 

Marie Thierry of Oklahoma City, who is the author 

and publisher of multiple books, will host open mic poetry; and Pen of the Writer President Valerie L. 

Coleman of Dayton, Ohio, who has also written and published multiple books, will talk about editing.  

BrownCo Publishing President David Brown of Houston, Tex. will teach everyone about self-publishing; 

and Life Changing Skills, LLC CEO JoAnn Hunt of Oklahoma City, who is the author of “The Track 

Star,” will teach everyone how to market and sell their books.    

 “It‟s all about promoting literacy,” said Nawassa Hooks, CEO of Village Treasures and a member 

of the Dream Team that hosts the one-day event annually.  Beatrice “Bea” Hazley of Simply Me. Publica-

tions; Lucinda Marie Thierry, Ryan McMurry and Destiny Pennington of Made By Me Publications, Inc.; 

and JoAnn Hunt of Life Changing Skills, LLC make up the rest of the team.  As a result of their efforts, 

many individuals have taken their publishing dreams and made them a reality. 

 For more information on this year‟s event, visit www.madebymepublications.com, or call 405-623-

9431. 
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Fellow Authors, 
 

 Vendor booths for the 4th Annual A Writer‟s Vision Literary Symposium are free for paid registrants, 

and registration is just $30.00 for the all-day event on September 3.  We have two additional opportunities to 

help you generate sales leading up to that Saturday: 
 

1. Author Book Talk 
 

Thursday, 1 September, 6-8 p.m. 

Midwest City Library 

8143 E. Reno 

Midwest City, OK 73110 
 

Prerequisites: 

- You must register for A Writer‟s Vision Literary Symposium by July 16, 2011. 

- Your book(s) must be catalogued in the Metropolitan Library System. 

- You must send a biography and a photo of each book cover to lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com, 

and express your desire to participate in the book talk. 
 

Activities: 

- Talk about your literary business. 

- Sell your book(s). 

- Retain all proceeds from your book sales. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2. Book Signing 
 

Friday, 2 September, 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Tinker Air Force Base Exchange 

Air Depot Gate 

Tinker Air Force Base, OK 
 

Prerequisites: 

- You must register for A Writer‟s Vision Literary Symposium by July 16, 2011. 

- You must complete an Army & Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) Source List application, which is a 

simple form about your business, products and services.  You must request the form by sending an email to 

lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com. 

- You must have an ID that grants you access to a military installation. 

- You must agree to a nominal consignment fee. 
 

Provisions: 

- Sell your book(s). 

- Receive proceeds the same day from your book sales, minus the nominal consignment fee. 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about the above-mentioned events.  We look for-

ward to your participation in this year‟s symposium. 
 

Sincerely,  

Lucinda Marie Thierry 

A Writerõs Vision Literary Symposium authors:  two more sales events planned 
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To be a featured author in “The Written Word” news-

letter, please send an email to the editor at  

lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com.  Be 

sure to include your biography, website, email ad-

dress and telephone number. 

Author bio spotlight:  Paulette Harper helps women reach God-given potential 

 A native of Northern California, Paulette is a sought-after speaker, 

certified life coach, minister and author.   

 As an inspirational and motivational speaker, her desire is to motivate 

women to reach their God-given potential through conferences, workshops 

and seminars.   Combining enthusiasm with an energetic speaking style, au-

diences describe Paulette‟s presentation as inspiring, enriching and encourag-

ing.  She is committed to speaking a message that is always uplifting and ed-

ifying.  

 As a certified life coach, Paulette‟s mission is to challenge you to de-

fine your purpose and passion so you can discover your full potential for liv-

ing your best life now.   

 As a writing coach, Paulette is the visionary behind “Write 

Now” (releasing the word in you) literary workshops that are designed to 

coach aspiring writers in the areas of creativity, development and publication 

of Christian books.   God has given her a desire for writers, especially those 

who want to write for the Lord.  Through these workshops, it is her aspira-

tion to provide information that will help aspiring writers‟ dreams come to reality by providing tools, resources 

and opportunities to help them succeed. 

 Paulette‟s book  “That Was Then, This Is Now:  This Broken Vessel Restored” achieved national 

recognition, becoming a finalist in the 2009 Next Generation Indie Book Award. Moreover, it ranked consecu-

tively on the Black Christian Publishers Bestsellers List for Independent Publishers (non-fiction category).  

Her newest release, “Completely Wholeò (Aug 3, 2010) was published under her own publishing company, 

Thy Word Publishing. She is the co-author of “Victorious Living for Women.” Her next book, “For Such a 

Time as Thisò will be released in 2011 in addition to “Victorious Living for Moms.ò  

 Paulette currently resides in Richmond, Calif. and is available for book discussions, speaking, and 

training.    

 
Please visit Paulette via the following: 

 

www.pauletteharper.com 

 

info@pauletteharper.com 

 

(925) 698-6903 
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Author help desk:  first-time book writing essential steps, tips, considerations  

By Lucinda Marie Thierry, president of Made By Me Publications, Inc. 

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – As an author and publisher, I meet people all the time who 

say, “I‟ve always thought about writing a book,” or “I‟ve written a book, but I 

have no idea how to get it published.”  As a result, I wrote a couple of books to 

address these concerns:  “Writing Your First Book:  A How-To Guide for First-

Time Authors,” and “Quick Reference Guide for Self-publishing.”  Whether 

you‟re ready to start writing or looking to publish, help is here!  In this article, 

we‟ll talk about writing. 

 For aspiring authors, getting started is sometimes the hardest part.  You 

may be afraid that your project will fail, or maybe you have so many ideas that you can‟t decide which way to go.  

Many authors have trouble finding the time to write, whether it‟s for the first book or the 20th.  Regardless of 

your concerns, determine that you WILL write that book, and you WILL find the help you need to accomplish it. 

 Next, give your project a name.  It doesn‟t have to be the final title of the book, just something that distin-

guishes it from any other project ideas you have; if you have multiple ideas, give each one a name.  Then give 

each project a home, like a three-ring binder, shoe box, or photo box.  Place all your notes, photos, correspond-

ence and future manuscript drafts in this location.   

 Now you need someone to hold you accountable.  This should be someone who is not afraid to challenge 

you if you get off track.  Your accountability partner will help you prioritize your life so you can find time to 

write, set a realistic timeline for completing your book, meet scheduled deadlines, and press on when you‟re 

ready to quit. 

 Determine the genre for your book, and study its characteristics.  For instance, fiction novels have charac-

ters that have to seem real to the reader, which requires you to develop a complete set of demographics for each 

person in your book.  If you‟ve never done this, you should go to your local library or search online for tips on 

character development.  If you are writing historical fiction, you will need to spend time researching the time pe-

riod during which your characters lived.  Whatever the subject matter, you don‟t know everything there is to 

know about it.  Even if it‟s your autobiography, you will have to confirm correct names, dates, and locations, and 

you‟ll want to read how other authors put certain events into perspective.  Don‟t minimize the importance of gen-

re and subject research.  It can make a great difference in the quality of your finished product, so be sure to con-

sider it when creating your project timeline. 

 Now, write.  You and your accountability partner should have determined by now when is the best time.  

Be realistic, and be consistent.  Remove distractions, and always keep a pen and paper, smartphone,  or electronic 

tablet like the iPad with you for recording ideas that come to mind outside of your normal writing time.      

 Finally, be open to the unexpected.  Your book may take a different direction than originally intended, or 

it may take longer than you thought it would.  It is okay to make adjustments to your timeline so you can be hap-

py with the end result.  Writing is a lot of work, but it is a labor of love.  Next time we‟ll cover proofing and edit-

ing.  

 

 

www.madebymepublications.com www.madebymepublications.com 
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Author spotlight:  Kim Robinsonõs books show all how anyone can change 

 Author Kim Robinson is confident that her writing will be a cat-

alyst to help souls who are in downward spirals. She thanks God every 

day for her parents and a grandmother who kept her alive with their en-

couragement, and writing is the way she communicates her life experi-

ences to help others know that they can get out of gangs and live a hap-

py and positive life.   

          For Kim, it took a relationship with God to show her that there is 

a positive and beautiful purpose for her existence.  At this point in her 

life, the only cuts she has to worry about come from paper, and the only 

shots she deals with are for her beautiful children‟s immunizations. 

          Kim‟s published book, “The Roux in the Gumbo,” is a family his-

tory in Louisiana from the 1800s through 1997.  It tells about the lives 

of her great grandmother and grandmother and all the challenges that 

women experienced. Her great grandmother ran a speak easy and 

whorehouse, and she was also famous for her straight razor.  She is still 

talked about in Lake Charles today. 

          “Streetlife to Housewife” is the sequel to “The Roux in the Gum-

bo” and is the beginning of her life story.   She was a madam, call girl, 

drug dealer and addict.  Now, she works for God and uses her experiences to help others know that they can 

change.  

          Kim loves food and believes that the best and most wonderful gift you can give a person is a good meal. 

She saw her grandmother drag people off the street and feed them in her café.  People swore her food had heal-

ing for the soul in it. She said “Ain‟t nothing that ails a person that a good plate of food can‟t cure,” and the 

proof was in the pudding.  People take all kinds of medicine that have so many side effects that they end up 

sicker then when they started out.  Herbs, fruits and vegetables have different healing powers.  In Kim‟s cook-

books, she tries to show how onions, garlic, ginger and other herbs and spices can help you live a longer, 

healthier life.  Over 100 authors submitted the best of best from their cupboards and share their book covers 

and excerpts in Kim‟s books “Food For The Soul:  Recipes From Around the World” and “Sweet Satisfaction:  

Desserts and Drinks.”     

          Kim has four other books near completion.  In one, G-mama is a sixty-eight-year-old ex-gang banger 

and ex-hustler, who sits in her rocking chair and solves crimes that cross her porch.  She believes that the peni-

tentiary “ain‟t nothing but college for criminals” and that there is a way to do penance for your crimes that will 

make things right in God‟s eyes.  My goal is an eight-book series.  

           Another book in progress is called “God Ain‟t Spelled Government.”  A 1977 graduate of Dominguez 

High School leaked a government conspiracy at her twenty-year class reunion. The government does not know 

who she leaked to, so they set out to kill everyone who attended the reunion. 
                     

www.kim-robinson.com 
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Author help desk:  understanding proofreading and editing differences 

By Lucinda Marie Thierry, president of Made By Me Publications, Inc. 

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Last time we talked about writing the book, which is a great accomplishment in and of it-

self.  Proofreading and editing are the next important steps.  While similar, they seek to achieve different results. 

 Authors can and should proofread their own work, but they absolutely cannot edit it.  When proofreading, 

you will read what you‟ve written; add and delete material for clarity and flow; correct grammar, spelling, and 

punctuation errors; and complete all these steps again and again until you feel the manuscript is exactly the way 

you want it.  Authors are quite focused on getting their thoughts out in a way that makes them happy, and although 

they may have the reader in mind, it is hard to do so with complete objectivity. 

 To obtain some free constructive criticism from folks a little more objective than you, have a few trusted 

friends or colleagues read your manuscript.  Don‟t choose people who are afraid to tell you what they think; that 

defeats the purpose.  Also, don‟t choose too many people because everyone has an opinion, and you may wind up 

torn between conflicting suggestions for changes.  If the few proofreaders you choose are saying the same thing, 

that‟s a clear indicator for what actions you should take.  Remember, though, this is your book.  If you feel strongly 

that something should go unchanged, leave it like it is. 

 Now it‟s time to connect with someone who‟s skilled in editing.  Although editors will complete the same 

steps as authors and proofreaders, they will do so with complete objectivity.  A grammatical error is a grammatical 

error, and a typo is a typo, and although authors and proofreaders won‟t catch all of these, they are especially un-

likely to catch every issue of clarity and continuity that the editor will.  As the author, you‟ve been working on this 

same manuscript, reading the same paragraphs, and telling the same stories over and over.  You know what you‟re 

trying to communicate, but it might not come out that way on paper by the time you‟re finished.  The editor, on the 

other hand, is seeing the material with fresh eyes, has the experience to see what you don‟t, has no emotional con-

nection to the book, and will absolutely tell you where the manuscript falls short and why.   

 Be open to what the editor has to say.  For instance, if you have a sentence that says something occurred the 

day Johnnie got out of jail, but there is nothing else in the book that explains how he ever got there, the editor is 

going to ask you about it.  It is better to address the issue now than after the book has gone to print.  Readers are 

brutally honest and will post a negative comment about your book on Amazon.com without hesitation.   

 Have you ever read a conversation in a book and been unable to figure out who was talking?  Maybe you 

knew who was talking, but what they were saying didn‟t make any sense.  What about when someone does some-

thing completely out of character?  I know I‟ve scratched my head a time or two for these reasons and more, and it 

was often while reading books by self-published authors who thought paying an editor was unnecessary.  We are to 

be people of excellence, and that means hiring an editor to help you produce a quality product.  If you don‟t take 

this necessary step, your book sales may suffer. 

   The average cost for professional editing is $4-$5 per page, but a quality editor is not necessarily an expen-

sive one.   You could save money and possibly end up with a better product by connecting with an English or Jour-

nalism teacher, a newspaper editor, a librarian, or a college student who is an exceptional writer.  You could negoti-

ate the price and maybe even barter for the editing service.  These individuals may be great for catching errors (and 

make sure they really are good at it), but they should also be able to tell you where your book needs improvement 

from a reader‟s perspective.  Like your proofreader friends, they can‟t be afraid to tell you what they think.   

 As you‟ve probably figured out by now, good editing will sometimes require you to rewrite portions of 

your manuscript.  You may not agree to some editor suggestions, like completely changing the direction of a story 

or removing something you feel is important, but you will likely agree to at least a few changes.  Be patient.  Your 

editor is a great contributor to your book‟s success. 

 Next time, we‟ll talk about publishing.  
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Author spotlight:  JoAnn Huntõs book character overcomes bullying and fear 

 

JoAnn Hunt is the owner of Life Changing Skills, LLC and an 

expert in the fields of anger management, life skills training, 

workforce re-integration, child development and care for indi-

viduals with disabilities. She has a B.S. in Adult Studies and 

Gerontology from Southern Nazarene University, and a M. S. 

in Rehabilitation Counseling from Langston University. “The 

Track Star” is her first children‟s book. Learn more about Jo-

Ann by visiting anger-rage.com or sending her an email at 

lifechangingskills@cox.net. 

Everyone always 

teased JoAnna. They 

thought it was fun to 

be a bully. Some 

even let their dog 

chase her down the 

street because they 

knew she was 

scared. Read this 

book to learn how 

little scared JoAnna 

became a star! 

 ñThe Track Starò is available at anger-rage.com, madebymepublications.com, amazon.com, and 

smashwords.com (for electronic download).  Purchase this book; read it, love it, and post a review about 

it on any of these websites.   

 If you have a child suffering from bullying, this book is for you.  If you struggle with fear, re-

gardless of your age, this book will encourage you to overcome anything that frightens you.     

 ñThe Track Starò is a must-have for every library! 
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To be a featured small business owner  in “The 

Written Word” newsletter, please email   

lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com.  

Be sure to include your biography, website, 

email address and telephone number. 

Small business owner spotlight:  Illustrator Joyce Jackson beautifies community 

Joyce Jackson is a retired art teacher who has published illustrations in children‟s 

books “The Track Star,” “Bridget „Biddy‟Mason, a walking sensation” and 

“Cathay Williams, Female Buffalo Soldier.”  She owns the Art Garden Studio, 

where she provides art classes to children and adults in the community.  She also 

creates various works of art for museums, galleries and art shows across the coun-

try.  Email her at artgarden@sbcglobal.net. 

Illustrator Joyce Jack-

son creates amazing 

works of art in this de-

lightful neighborhood 

facility called The Art 

Garden Studio.  This is 

where she also some-

times hosts various art 

classes.  The studio is 

filled with her own cre-

ations.  Every single 

room is covered with 

wall-to-wall art. 

Made By Me Publications, Inc. Illustrator Ryan 

McMurry is amazed by Joyce Jackson‟s creativity.  

He and Joyce discuss her depiction of President 

Barak Obama and shake hands in agreement that he 

will take some of her classes in the future. 
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Advertise your business in òThe Written Wordó newsletter, reap rewards 

Please visit our sponsors and small business owners.  Their products and services are sure to meet your needs.  

To advertise your business in this publication, email lucindathierry@madebymepublications.com. 
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To write and self-publish books of poetry and prose, essays and lyrics that 

are encouraging and uplifting, while encouraging others to become publish-

ers and teaching self-publishing to the masses. 
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Products Currently Available at www.madebymepublications.com, 

www.amazon.com, Gospel World Music & Accessories in Del City, Okla. : 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2011 Newsletter Schedule Pending Publications 
 

March 2011   “These Words...A Collection of Verse  by the Society of Urban Poets (SOUP)” 

June 2011   “The Making of A Woman” by Gay Willis 

September 2011   

December 2011 
 

 

 

Appearances by President Lucinda Marie Thierry 

July 16, 2011; 1-2 p.m.: Aja Bleu Café‟ - 10708 N. Western in Oklahoma City 

September 3, 2011; 9 a.m.-5 p.m.:  4th Annual A Writer‟s Vision Literary Symposium (details on pg. 1)  
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ñThe Track Starò is also available at 
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for electronic download 


