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Literary Enthusiasts, 

 As 2011 closes, I reflect on a year of growth and all the excite-

ment, creativity, and challenges that came along with it.  As awareness of 

Made By Me Publications, Inc. (MBMPI) increased exponentially, I was 

not prepared to ensure the corporation would meet the new level of de-

mand. 

 I spent June 2010 through March 2011 completing a masterôs de-

gree while working fulltime for the Air Force, operating MBMPI, and 

rearing two teenagers.  Because I am the poster child for the type-A per-

sonality (if thatôs not already clear), I was ranked No. 1 among graduate 

students at Southeastern Oklahoma State University when I completed the 

program, and my name will be recorded in the 2011 book of Whoôs Who 

Among Graduate Students in Colleges and Universities.  Somehow, 

through all of this activity, my phone began to ring more often with ques-

tions about writing and publishing. 

 On an average of once a week, I run into someone in the store who says, ñYouôre the publishing lady,ò 

or ñI was wanting to get with you about a book Iôm writing.ò  Iôm normally prepared with business cards and 

information on one of our classes.   

 I learned something during this period of growth.   As president of this corporation, I need to be more 

of the ñfaceò of the business and less of the ñhands.ò  This realization required me to answer this question, 

ñWhat am I doing that should be done by someone else?ò 

 Answer number one:  the only thing I have time to edit is this magazine youôre reading right now.  

(Nawassa Hooks edits any material of which I am the author).  Real, in-depth editing requires a lot of time-

consuming concentration, and I worked on some big projects this year.  So, MBMPI has contracted two edi-

tors, and we are looking for more. 

 Answer number two:  as much as I love book cover and content layout and design, I donôt have time to 

do it.  There are people more talented than I am, with better software than MBMPI currently has, who can do it 

all.  In fact, I have a friend who is exceptional at it, another one who is pretty good, and one who is studying it 

in college.  Iôm going to talk to each of them about contract opportunities. 

 Answer number three:  the corporation was not charging enough for its services.  When my ninth grade 

Algebra I teacher would say, ñTime is money,ò I had no idea what he was talking about.  Now that I know, 

prices will increase January 1, 2012, and fees will be charged for some services that were previously offered 

freely.  Classes will always be free when the library system pays the speaker.  Answers to questions and re-

quests for advice will continue to be fulfilled at no charge, and this magazine will remain free as I petition for 

more sponsors.   

 Answer number four:  I really need interns.  Not only will doing so provide some of the help I need, it 

will allow me to sow into the lives of future authors, poets, managers and small business owners.  As I am 

freed up to focus more on public speaking, business opportunities, and the profit margin, Iôll be able to place 

interns where they are needed. 

 Finally, I am the mother of two beautiful children and the fiancé of a godly man who will become my 

husband in May.   Next to my Savior Jesus Christ, they are my priority and must remain so.  In Writing Your 

First Book:  A How-To Guide for First-Time Authors, I teach others how to prioritize their time.  Part of doing 

so requires reassessment of your priorities as lifeôs circumstances change.  Let my 2011 growth experiences 

encourage you to reflect on this past year and prepare for the coming one. 

 Have a very blessed new year! 

 

Sincerely,  

Lucinda Marie Thierry, President of Made By Me Publications, Inc. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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By Lucinda Marie Thierry, President of Made By Me Publications, Inc. 
 

 With 65 registrants, six local and out-of-state speakers, a news media special guest, and a new literary 

award, the 4th Annual A Writerôs Vision Literary Symposium (AWV) was a great success on Sept. 3, 2011 in 

Oklahoma City. 

 Attendees came from New York, Ohio, Texas and various parts of Oklahoma to hear this yearôs speak-

ers.  Oklahoma City Minister Dora Henley Smith taught on setting and reaching goals.  Houston author Karen 

C. Brown spoke on writing books.  Oklahoma City author, poet, lyricist and publisher Lucinda Marie Thierry 

facilitated open mic poetry,  and Ohio author and publisher Valerie Coleman gave a great lesson on editing.  

Houston publisher David Brown taught on the pros and cons of self-publishing, and Oklahoma City author and 

anger management expert JoAnn Hunt gave everyone some things to consider when marketing books.    

 Hosted by a group of Oklahoma City small business owners called ñThe Dream Team,ò AWVôs objec-

tive is to teach people how to write, publish, market and sell their books.  Team members are Beatrice ñBeaò 

Hazley of Simply Me. Publications; Nawassa Hooks of Village Treasures; Jeffery Riles, Sr. of Lepton Quark 

Tutoring Services; JoAnn Hunt of Life Changing Skills, LLC; and Lucinda Marie Thierry, Ryan McMurry, 

and Destiny Pennington of Made By Me Publications, Inc.   

 News Channel 5 reporter Wendell Edwards stopped by to congratulate The Dream Team on the sympo-

siumôs success and to thank the members for their literary efforts.   

 AWV started in 2008 because Nawassa Hooksô passion for literacy led her to host a symposium with 

some of her friends.  A long-time reading tutor for children and adults, Nawassa continues to express, ñIt is all 

about literacy.ò  As a result, fellow Dream Team members established the Nawassa Hooks Literary Award.  

Recipients will be named annually starting with the 2012 symposium. 

 For more information on the history of AWV, or if you are interested in being a speaker for the 2012 

event, visit madebymepublications.com, or call 405-623-9431. 

A WRITERõS VISION LITERARY SYMPOSIUM JUST GETS BETTER 

From left, The Dream Team members Beatrice ñBeaò Hazley, Nawassa Hooks, Jeffery Riles, Sr., JoAnn 

Hunt, Lucinda Marie Thierry, Destiny Pennington, and Ryan McMurry ð AWV Photo 
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By Lucinda Marie Thierry, president of Made By Me Publications, Inc. 

 

  

 Gay Willis was just two years old when her mother died, 

and she and her siblings went to live with strangers.  Reared by a 

great aunt who provided for her physical needs but fell short on 

emotional and spiritual support, Gay fell into the arms of abusive 

men in her search for the love she had never known. 

 After years of battered living and surviving an abuserôs 

attempt to end her life, Gay and her four children escaped to free-

dom and a new life. 

 Read Gayôs story, and you will discover how she accom-

plished the following: 
 

(1) Recognized her true worth   (4) Provided for her children 

(2) Found safety                  (5) Served her community 

(3) Secured a job                  (6) Healed from her wounds 
 

 Whether you are struggling to overcome domestic vio-

lence or know someone who is, this book is for you. 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 Cathy M. Nero states these things in the foreword of this 

book:   
 

 ñThrough various trials and tribulations of her own, Gay 

has obtained valuable keys to healing and deliverance from the 

horrors of physical and verbal abuse.  Though painful, God has 

given her beauty for the ashes of her past and anointed her to be 

an avenue of renewal to the many women affected by abuse.ò 

 

 ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 Gay is the president and founder of Godôs Woman With 

Attitude Inc., a ministry that helps women attain a higher level of 

achievement.  She is also the founder of Pink-a-licious, a ministry 

to help build self-worth in young girls and women.  She holds a 

bachelorôs degree in Family Studies from Southern Nazarene Uni-

versity in Bethany, Oklahoma and an MBA from the University of 

Phoenix.  She is currently working toward a Licensed Profession-

al Counselor degree at Grand Canyon University, and she is under 

supervision as a Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor. 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
 Gay can be reached via godswoman.willis@gmail.com or 
www.godswomanwithattitude.com.  Her book is available for pur-
chase at madebymepublications.com and amazon.com.  You can 
also purchase the eBook on Kindle.  Look for it soon via Smash-

words for download to the Nook, Sony eReader and other eBook reading devices. 

GAY WILLIS PUBLISHES BOOK ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
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Author spotlight:  JoAnn Huntõs book character overcomes bullying and fear 

 

JoAnn Hunt is the owner of Life Changing Skills, LLC and an 

expert in the fields of anger management, life skills training, 

workforce re-integration, child development and care for indi-

viduals with disabilities. She has a B.S. in Adult Studies and 

Gerontology from Southern Nazarene University, and a M. S. 

in Rehabilitation Counseling from Langston University. ñThe 

Track Starò is her first childrenôs book. Learn more about Jo-

Ann by visiting anger-rage.com or sending her an email at 

lifechangingskills@cox.net. 

Everyone always 

teased JoAnna. They 

thought it was fun to 

be a bully. Some 

even let their dog 

chase her down the 

street because they 

knew she was 

scared. Read this 

book to learn how 

little scared JoAnna 

became a star! 

 ñThe Track Starò is available at anger-rage.com, madebymepublications.com, amazon.com, and 

smashwords.com (for electronic download).  Purchase this book; read it, love it, and post a review about 

it on any of these websites.   

 If you have a child suffering from bullying, this book is for you.  If you struggle with fear, re-

gardless of your age, this book will encourage you to overcome anything that frightens you.     

 ñThe Track Starò is a must-have for every library! 

JOANN HUNTõS BOOK OVERCOMES BULLYING AND FEAR 


